Technical English Whriting

Submission and Publishing

2011/9/11

Shuozhong Wang, SCIE, Shanghai University



Epﬂme
n HE: FARHRARX
» FHEHATI B AT PRI
- EIEAE R
- PRER
- PR
w GNfAT A
- R ERE R R
- (EE 5RERIRR
- B

Shuozhong Wang, SCIE, Shanghai University



What Is a Research
Paper?

Audrey J. Roth

2011/9/11

From E.E.Sokolik, TAPESTRY Writing 4, p.123, Heinle &

Heinle, a division of Thomson Learning, Inc., 2000

Shuozhong Wang, SCIE, Shanghai University



What a Research Paper Is :@l

A research paper is an entirely new work, one you create,
one that can only be found on the pages you write. It will
have a number of qualities that reflect you, that make it

your own special creation.

m The research paper synthesizes your discoveries about a
topic and your judgment, interpretation, and evaluation of

those discoveries.
m The research paper is a work that shows your originality.

m The research paper acknowledges all sources you used.
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What a Research Paper Is Not
You should never make the mistake of attempting to hand
In what is certainly not a research paper.

m A summary of an article or a book (or other source
material) is NOT a research paper.

m The ideas of others, repeated uncritically, do NOT make a
research paper.

m A series of quotations, no matter how skillfully put together,
does NOT make a research paper.

m Unsubstantiated (unproven) personal opinion does NOT
constitute a research paper.
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What a Research Paper Is Not :@l

Copying or accepting another person's work without
acknowledging it, whether the work is published or
unpublished, professional of amateur, is NOT research. IT
IS PLAGIARISM.

m It is morally wrong to pass off as your own any writing you
did not do. To present such work without acknowledging

the source is plagiarism.

m Students who respect themselves and their work will

certainly not be tempted to copy from anyone.
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Paper Submission and
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Increasing Your Chance of
Successful Publication

Excerpt from a presentation by
Kate Snowden
Managing Editor of Emerald Group Publishing Ltd.
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Edito rs o

m Editors’ role:
— Attract quality manuscript
— Appoint associate editors
— Manage the review process
— Act as the main points of contact for enquiries

m Editors will often read an abstract or early draft and give
you feedback for any future submissions.

m Find where the Editor is and send them a friendly e-mail to
see whether they will help you with a preliminary look at
your work.
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ﬁuthor’s Rewards o

m Being published means...

— Your material is trustworthy. Someone apart from the
author thinks it's good.
— Your material is permanent — published material enters

a permanent and accessible knowledge archive — the
“body of knowledge” — and it becomes available for use

and citation.
m Being published electronically — by a publisher — is the

same as being published in hard copy in terms of
verification and reliability. It becomes available to a far

greater audience.
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Where to start

In addition to traditional research:

Are you working on a Doctoral or Master’s thesis?
Have you completed a project which concluded successfully?
Are you struggling with a problem with no clear solution?

Have you worked with a company as an advisor or
consultant?

Do you have an opinion or observation on a subject?

Have you given a speech or conference paper?

If so, you have the basis for a publishable paper.
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Iips — Quality abstracts :
Prepare a quality structured abstract — 250 words or less

m Purpose: Reasons/aims of paper

m Design: Methodology/” how it was done” /scope

m Findings: Discussion/results

m Research implications: Exclusions/next steps in research

m Practical implications: Applications to practice

m Originality/value: Who would benefit and what is new
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Tips — The TARGET ©)

Many papers are rejected simply because they don't fulfil
journal requirements. They don’t even go into the review
process.

Read the Author Guidelines — this is the definition of the
journal.

Find where to send your paper. Check journal homepages
or publisher websites.

Send the outline or abstract and ask if it looks interesting to
the editor.

Confirm how an editor would like a submission — e-mail;
hard copy/copies.

Read at least one issue of the journal.
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TIps — Five key Issues :

m Readability:
— Does it communicate?
m Originality:
— Why was it written?
m Credibility:
— What's new and important about the topic or treatment?
— Do the conclusions seem valid?
— Is the method robust? Is it clear? Don't over-promise.
m Applicability:
— How do findings apply to the practice?
— How do they provoke further research?
m Internationality:
— Does it take an international perspective?
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Tips — Your own peer review
m Let someone else see it — show a draft to your colleagues
and ask for their comments and honest criticisms.

m ALWAYS: proof-check thoroughly — no mis-spellings, no

Incomplete references.
m Keep to the journal’s specified word limit.

m Make sure your references are up to date — no one will

publish research that is four or five years old.
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Tips — Make dissemination easy

Use descriptive, eye-catching titles (less is more).

Write clear and descriptive abstracts (used for searching).
Employ relevant keywords.

Make your references complete and correct.

Make your paper word-perfect.

Ask yourself whether YOU would read an article with your

title and abstract?
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Tips — Revision

= AREQUEST FOR REVISION IS GOOD NEWS!

m You are now In the publishing cycle. Nearly every published

paper is revised at least once.

= DON'T PANIC!

m Even if the comments are sharp or discouraging, they are

meant to be constructive, not personal.
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How to revise your paper
m Acknowledge the editor and set a revision deadline.

m Clarify understanding: “ This is what | understand the

comments to mean...”

m Consult with colleagues or co-authors and address the

points requested.
m Meet the revision deadline.

m Attach a cover letter which identifies, point by point, how

revision criteria have been met (or if not, why not).
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If you get rejected...

m Ask why, and listen carefully!

m Most editors will give detailed comments (their own or

referees’) for a rejected paper. If not, ask. Take a deep
breath, and listen to what is being said.

m Try again!

— Try to improve the paper, and resubmit somewhere else.

Do your homework, and target your paper as closely as
you can.

m Don’t give up!
— At least 50% of submitted manuscript don’t get
published. Everybody has been rejected at least once.
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End of the Unit
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